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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - ABDUCTION OE COLONEL 
MORGAN 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE EOLLOWING ARE 
EXCERPTS PROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S NOON PRESS BRIEFING, 
JULY 8, 1975. 

Q. ANYTHING NEW ON THE COLONEL MORGAN CASE? 

A. THERE IS NOT, PRANKLY, ANY DETAILED INPORMATION I CAN 
GIVE YOU BEYOND YESTERDAY. THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT CON- 
TINUES TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO TRY AND SECURE COLONEL 
MORGAN'S SAFE RELEASE. AND THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT AND WE 
CONTINUE TO REMAIN HOPEPUL THAT THERE WILL BE SUCCESS IN 
THESE EPPORTS. 

Q. IS THERE A DEADLINE, BOB? 

A. THERE WAS A DEADLINE OF - I BELIEVE IT IS OVER AT 1400 
WASHINGTON TIME TOMORROW. I BELIEVE THE ORIGINAL DEADLINE 
WAS 72 HOURS. BUT I CAN'T GIVE YOU ANY DETAILS. THIS IS 
BEING WORKED ON VERY ASSIDUOUSLY. 

Q. BOB, THERE WAS A STATEMENT ISSUED TODAY BY A MEMBER 
OP LEBANESE LEFTIST ORGANIZATIONS SAYING THAT THE GROUP 
WHICH HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS THE ABDUCTORS OF COLONEL 
MORGAN IS A FALSE GROUP, A GROUP PUT UP BY THE RIGHT-WING 
IN HOPES OF SECURING AMERICAN INTERVENTION IN LEBANON. DO 
WE HAVE ANY CLUE AS TO THE GENUINENESS OF THIS GROUP? 

A. WE DO NOT. I SAW THAT REPORT, BUT I DO NOT HAVE ANY 
CLUE OF THE GENUINENESS OF THAT REPORT. 

Q. AS A LEFT WING TERRORIST GROUP OR POLITICAL GROUP? 

A. NO, WE DO NOT. 

Q. YOU DON'T KNOW WHO IT IS? 

A. NO. THIS GROUP IS RATHER MYSTERIOUS. KISSINGER 
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